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612 Reviews of Books 

the period must hereafter take full account of these volumes. They add 
new distinction to the increasingly important list of historical contribu- 
tions which justify the existence of the University of Manchester his- 
torical series to a degree not often equalled by similar enterprises. 

W. C. Abbott. 

The History of England from the Accession of James the Second. 
By Lord Macaulay. Edited by Charles Harding Firth, 
M.A., Regius Professor of Modern History, University of Ox- 
ford. In six volumes. Volume I. (London: Macmillan and 
Company. 19 13. Pp. xxxvi, 516.) 

It seems not merely " surprising ", as Professor Firth observes, that 
no illustrated edition of Macaulay's History of England has hitherto 
been issued. When one considers that since the appearance of its first 
two volumes some sixty-five years ago Macaulay's History has been, 
if not the most admired, almost certainly the most widely read historical 
work in the English language; that in this same period the art of 
illustration has been revolutionized; and that it has been so lavishly 
applied to so many books so much less worth while, it seems incredible 
that a work whose picturesque quality invites to illustration should have 
gone so long unadorned. That there is a demand for pictures the many 
reprints of Lodge, the Oxford historical portraits, the beautiful Goupil 
Stuart series, Green, Traill, and a host of minor publications seem to 
prove; and it is the more curious that the two most eminent of English 
historians, all things considered, should have been so neglected. It may 
be that the publishers have thought that good history needed no pictures ; 
or that there may linger in some quarters a feeling that scholarship and 
literature do not go hand in hand with illustration ; or that learning un- 
adorned is adorned the most. Whatever the cause the result has been 
unfortunate and the publishers are to be congratulated on this most 
interesting venture, and on the appearance of its initial volume. 

Such a work as this must be judged by two standards, the one 
editorial, the other pictorial. From the first, despite the announcement, 
we are at present barred; since it appears that whatever notes are to be 
contributed by Professor Firth to the elucidation or correction of 
Macaulay's text are to be confined to a final and apparently a separate 
volume, and not inserted at the point to which they refer. Whatever 
may be thought of this as an editorial device, it effectually suspends 
judgment till the work is complete. We are thrown back, therefore, on 
the illustrations. The danger always is that such books as this may 
fall into the error of pure decoration or even mere prettiness. Against 
this error the enlisting of Professor Firth and his capable associates and 
assistants has been a sufficient guarantee. From the Sutherland Col- 
lection in the Bodleian Library, from the National Portrait Gallery, the 
British Museum, the Pepys Collection, and a large number of other 
sources has been brought together an extraordinary number of interest- 
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ing illustrations which actually illustrate the text. Portraits, caricatures, 
autographs, reproductions of broadsides, maps, plans, views, make up 
the list. It is perhaps natural that a work which concerns itself so 
largely with personalities should lean toward portraiture. More than 
half of the illustrations in this first volume— and this does not reckon 
caricatures — are portraits; and this in spite of the fact that we have 
here the third chapter, whose illustration depends almost wholly on maps 
and views. Not so abundantly illustrated as the publication with which 
one naturally compares it, Green's Short History, the present edition, 
therefore, seems to lie somewhere between such a work as that and the 
volumes of pure portraiture. No two persons in the world would ever 
agree exactly on what should be included or emphasized in such a col- 
lection, and it would be useless, in consequence, therefore, even to indi- 
cate what might have been omitted or put in. The beautiful execution 
of the colored plates makes one long for more ; the splendid color of the 
Jeffreys would perhaps warrant the exclusion of other figures ; but from 
a decorative and even, perhaps, an historical standpoint one might be 
reconciled to sparing Wren for a better portrait of a greater man. Yet, 
when all is said, this new edition is not merely sumptuous, it is satis- 
factory. To the admirer of Macaulay it is something more, for it can 
have no higher praise than to say the illustrations are worthy of the 
text ; and there will be many who, like the reviewer, will doubtless look 
forward to the quarterly appearance of this splendid book with eager 
anticipation. 

W. C. A. 

Preussens Staatsvertrdge aus der Regierungsseit Konig Friedrich 
Wilhelms I. Herausgegeben von Dr. Victor Loewe, Kgl. 
Archivar. [Publikationen aus den K. Preussischen Staats- 
archiven, siebenundachtzigster Band.] (Leipzig: S. Hirzel. 
1913. Pp. xiv, 499.) 

In 1867 Dr. Theodor von Moerner published a volume entitled Kur- 
brandenburgs Staatsvertrage von 1601 bis 1700, mostly made up of sum- 
maries of treaties but including some texts. In 1878 it was announced 
that the administration of the Prussian State Archives would continue 
von Moerner's work by publishing the treaties to which Prussia was a 
party in the eighteenth century. This promise is partially fulfilled by 
Dr. Loewe's edition of Prussian treaties of the reign of King Frederick 
William I. (1713-1740). We can perhaps best estimate Dr. Loewe's 
volume by comparing it with other editions of similar texts. 

The best general collections of treaties, such as J. Dumont's Corps 
Universel Diplomatique, are far from satisfying the needs of historians. 
Dumont, for example, omits a great many treaties, prints others in 
translation or without their separate or secret articles, or so imperfectly 
that none of his texts can be depended upon as verbatim reproductions 
of the originals. Many of the national collections of treaties are more 



